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Many people in the Upper Valley have expressed an interest in 
improving bike and pedestrian facilities in the Rt. 120 corridor.   This 
area has been previously described by the Upper Valley Lake 
Sunapee Regional Planning Commission in the Phase I study, and 
roughly extends South to I-89 in Lebanon, and North to Greensboro 
Rd. in Hanover.  The East boundary might be defined by the Great 
Hollow Rd. in Hanover and the Etna Rd. in Lebanon.  The West 
boundary may extend as far as Rt. 10.   
 
Many interests have been identified.  Commuters are accessing the 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center (DHMC), located in Lebanon on 
the West side of Rt. 120 (about 6,500 employees) and the many 
other employers of the Centerra development on the East side of Rt. 
120.  People also travel to employment on the Etna/Great Hollow Rd.  
Many commuters go to Dartmouth College in Hanover which employs 
4,000 people.   Conservation groups from Hanover and Lebanon are 
concerned about a Native American sanctuary, wildlife habitat and 
corridors including prime black bear habitat, wetlands and brook 
areas.  The southern end of the corridor is part of the Mascoma River 
watershed area.  Areas adjacent to Rt. 120 are used by off-road 
bikers and walkers.   Hanover is requiring Rt. 120 developers to 
connect their parking (Dartmouth College Parking on the East) and 
housing (Gile Tract Development on the West) via walkways and 
bikeways to the urban compact zone.  Bus stops, parking, and 
employment centers are frequently located on opposite sides on the 
highway.  Whereas initial steps have been made to create a bikable 
route from DHMC to Hanover, and plans are in the offing to improve 
biking and walking on Mt. Support Rd which runs parallel to 120, 
much more needs to be done to plan for the future development in 
this corridor. 
 



An initial, brainstorming meeting of representatives from NHDOT, 
Hanover and Lebanon Planning offices and bike/ped committees, 
Upper Valley Trails Alliance, and many other stakeholders will take 
place on Oct 15 as part of an all day bike/walk tour with Larry 
Keniston, bike/ped coordinator for the NHDOT.  The meeting will be 
from 1:30-2:30 at the UVLSRPC at 30 Bank St. Initial goals would be 
to identify benefits of a Rt. 120 bike/ped master plan and to look at 
possible funding sources.  We will also identify the next step toward a 
phase I plan that would include: 
 
1. Identify interagency studies that have been completed 
2. Create a map summarizing interests and plans 
3. Identify conceptual alignments 
4. Identify corridors for human and wildlife mobility 
5. Identify topography, natural resources and constraints. 
 
A phase II would be specific alignments and detailed designs, for 
example:  the connection of Gile Tract to the Hanover urban compact 
zone.  
 
Larry Keniston and Jerry Moore of the NHDOT are scheduled to 
come to the Upper Valley and to walk/bike tour the area on Oct 15, 
2009.  Please join us on this fun and informative event. 
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